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Shoemaker-Levy comet, Hubble Space Telescope observations, and Jupiter’s
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program on Venus’ atmosphere; visit to the Soviet Union in the 1980s. Galileo
and photographing Jupiter’s atmosphere; Europa lander to study its subterranean
ocean. Discusses recent evidence of water on Mars, terraforming Mars, and
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Begin Tapel, Side 1

LippINCOTT: Tell usalittle bit about where you were born and your family, and where you grew
up. Do you want to start at the very beginning, and then we'll go on to your early interest in

science?

INGERSOLL: Sure. I'll start before | wasborn. My parents were radicals from the 1930s, and
that posed a sort of dilemmafor me—at least, | saw it that way—because they truly believed that

you could save the world, and they worked toward saving the world.

LiPPINCOTT: Were they Socialists?

INGERSOLL: They were Communists, and they were active in workers' rights and farmers’ rights
in the Midwest. My favorite subject was physics, and science, so | felt, as a teenager, that |
wasn’t following my parents’ path and wasn’'t saving the world—at |east not the way they were
saving it. So that wasthe dilemma. The fact that | was good at science and loved it was the
overwhelming thing that pushed me into science. It was sort of inspired; it was what I’ d been

meant to do.

LipPINCOTT: Where do you think that impulse came from? There was no genetic component to

it, wasthere? That is, were your parents scientists?
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